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v |0 ing varidusgtypes’of reconnaissance satellites. Communi- . |
. i cations, and space. research 3zatellites were second and |
o third’brionity,qreﬂpectively. lchanges = |

)

A whichlreaulted in|practically all[space-related R&D, pre= . |
v . viouslyl |hnder lthe Academy of Eciences (CAS), ,being . ' o
R agssigne Lto'institutes under; the National Science and
Technoloqleommisaion (NDSTC) . Little emphasis remalned
C _ on1pureﬂy1scientlfic;spacelresearch which was left with
"., the CAlsl“ ] N : :
L "<|n<| i o . , :
e . * Comnéné:! Although these relative priorities and
A mi#itary control lof China's space program have been sus=-

‘ pected! and;agree‘with intelligence assessments, this is .  !|

rThe Chinese have [shown a strong interest
in [eatellite reconnaissance since 1962, and there has
been evidence of}an ongoing Chinese program since 1971. -
There also has been strong ievidence of an ongoing native
communications satellite program. | |
|Chinese =aciencists have stated that a . ' |-
meteorological[satell‘te would be launched "soon." It ;i i
could also jsupport military p-ograms. | [ I
| | NDSTC takeover of iono- 1. .
spherio‘and solar| R&D with ‘emphasjis on determining solar
effectsion the ionosphere and, subsequently, on ~ommuni- ,
.+ cations.iAll pertinent scientific data were forwarded to
" the NDSTC“}; HE i !
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Thellow priority ior purely scientific space inves-

i mrrtigationwis supported by the lack of launches since the =

Y two satellites in‘1970 ‘and 1971 despite the availability

| of la provenwlaunch vehicle. Reco&naissance and communi- | o

‘ cations|satellrtes, however,_ p obably would require a . . . |
larger, vehicle. | I
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